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Part 1 Exploring the Ecology of Learning, Teaching & Creativity
The presentation will introduce the idea of learning ecologies and the proposition that in the
world outside higher education we continually develop our own ecologies to learning and
achieve something significant and deal with complex situations, solve problems and engage
with opportunities. An ecological perspective on learning requires teachers to think of
themselves as part of a specialised ecosystem within which teaching and learning takes
place. Through their pedagogical thinking and practices, HE teachers create ecologies within
which students learn and have potential to use their creativity. Learners are involved in these
ecologies but they also create their own. An ecological view of higher education takes
account of the opportunities students have to create their own ecologies for learning within
and outside the academic curriculum.
This talk explores the idea that learning, teaching and creativity are ecological phenomenon
and our ecologies for learning are the vehicles for integrating our creative imagination and
critical reasoning to create new meaning.

Core concepts
1 Lifewide learning (Jackson et al 2011)

2 Lifewide Curriculum
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2 Learning ecology (Jackson 2016)

3 Learning ecologies are the vehicles for ecological (integrative) thinking
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3 Learning Ecologies : the students' perspective

Example of a student's ecology for learning
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PART 2 : Personal Pedagogies for Creative Learning Ecologies
The idea of pedagogy will be explored from an ecological perspective. Consideration will be
given to how higher education teachers develop their own pedagogical thinking and
practices. What causes a teacher to hold certain ideas, beliefs and values about learning
and creativity how are these reflected in their educational practices?
Building on the ideas introduced in the first session it is proposed that through their
pedagogical thinking and practices, HE teachers create ecologies within which students
learn and have potential to use their creativity. Activities will encourage participants to share
their own perspectives on what teachers do to encourage and enable students to use and
develop their creativity, and how teachers can enhance opportunities for students' creativity
in their own educational practices. Examples of pedagogic practices will be provided to
encourage thinking about the features, characteristics and cultures that might be
incorporated into a learning ecology that encourages and enables students to use their
creativity.

4 Personal pedagogies
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5 Creativity in higher education
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My presentation can be downloaded from
http://www.normanjackson.co.uk/portsmouth
Also two video clips used in presentation
Further resources relating to creativity in higher education

Creative Academic community website includes articles and a magazine free to
download. You can register your interest on the home page
http://www.creativeacademic.uk/

Creative Pedagogies for Creative Learning Ecologies Project

This is an open community-based project and anyone can participate. You can find
out more at http://www.creativeacademic.uk/creative-pedagogies.html

#creativeHE Google+ Forum

The forum has a community of over 500 and it hosts regular asynchronous
discussions about different topics relating to creativity in higher education. It also
offers open 'courses' and the next course is between 22-26 May. You can find out
more at: https://plus.google.com/communities/110898703741307769041
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