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follows that learners’ imaginations and creativity are
profoundly connected to the way they transform themselves while they are studying. It also follows that a
curriculum that enables personal transformation is an ontological curriculum – a curriculum that enables
learners to be themselves and become better versions of themselves – a curriculum for ‘becoming’ and
‘undergoing’. Higher education can facilitate such transformations by adopting a ‘lifewide’ concept of
education, curriculum, learning and achievement 5, and an ‘ecological’ concept of learning, practice and
creativity3 by:
1. giving learners the freedom and empowering them to make choices so that they can find deeply
satisfying and personally meaningful and relevant situations that inspire, engage, immerse and enable
them to transform themselves and their world
2. enabling learners to appreciate the significance of being able to engage with situations and see
situations as the focus for their transformative development as well as the moment when they can
make a difference to the world
3. preparing learners for and giving them experiences of adventuring in uncertain and unfamiliar
situations where contexts and challenges are not known, accepting the risks involved
4. supporting learners when they participate in situations that require them to persevere and be resilient
when encountering setbacks and failure, not penalizing them for trying but not succeeding and helping
them learn through such experiences
5. enabling learners to experience, feel and appreciate themselves as knower, maker, player, narrator,
enquirer, integrator and transformer of all that they know and can do
6. encouraging, challenging and enabling learners to be imaginative, creative, enterprising and
resourceful in order to accomplish the things that they and others value
7. enabling learners to develop and practise the repertoire of communication and literacy skills they need
to be effective, productive and creative in a modern, culturally diverse and pluralistic world
8. enabling learners to develop relationships that facilitate productive and creative collaboration,
learning, personal development and transformation
9. encouraging learners to behave ethically and with social responsibility and enabling them to continue
to develop their moral compass through the situations they encounter or create across their lives

10. encouraging learners to appreciate the ecological nature of learning and practice and enabling them,
through willful, self-directed, self-regulated and self-aware practice, to create their own ecologies for
learning and achieving, appreciating their learning and developmental needs as they emerge and
recognising and valuing their own transformation.

Such an educational experience will, I believe, provide learners with an orientation and a
foundation for a lifetime of learning.
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