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Holiday in Scotland
Opportunities for Creative Self-Expression: An Evolving Story
Norman Jacksan

Contaxts & circumstancas
Fam much taken with the idea that we are ecological beings and that our creativity is dérived from
our purposeful interactions with the world around us. The desire to express ourselves is often
triggered by feelings we are
having when we are
experiencing something. in
aarly March | was on holiday
with my wife in northwest
Scotland where the landscapes

and seascapes are absolutely
stwnning. Not surprising for
early March the weather was
mixed but in wandering
through the wonderful g
1 felt an impulse Thad my paints with me but | felt
that | wanted Thegan to laok a differently, rather
than “just’ taking in the spectacular vistas | searched for ways in which | could make somathing,

The road on the west of Arran hugs the coast and civing past one oulder strewn beach | was struck
by the idea of building & tower of stones. We stopped the car and | went onto the beach with the
specific intention of making a small lower. | spent time searching for stones that | could stack, and |
took care in balancing the stones until | thought | had reached a point where | was happy with my
tower. |wantad to photograph my tower so 1 spent a while finding good angles 1o il

it
Tower, ATTEOMpORT

my photograph |

gained new

perspectives on the
Iandscape as | Included
different combinations

whole experience of
making my tower and
photographing and
filming it lasted
perhaps 20 minutes, but that time filled me with pleasure and a sense of wonder. More than this |
folt In making the tower | had expressed the joy | folt by being In that place,

Over the next § days a3 we toured the west coast of Scotland and the Isle of Skye, | made five more
towers and went through a similar set of processes and feelings each time in each location. Each
location samplad the besuty and geology of a particular land/5eascape. | was once a gaologit 5o
PArt of my interest and curiosity when visiting any place is to try to read the landscape. It was
therefore natural for me to try o identify the types of rocks | was using in my tower and to think
about the gealogy of the landscape in which | was ‘playing’, It seemed natural to give geological
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Exploring & Celebrating
Creative Self-Expression

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
12-19 JUNE 2020
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LIVE ONLINE

#creativeHEjam

CREATIVITY IN QUARANTIN
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We would like to invite you to join us for the 2nd
annual #creativeHEjam. Together we will celebrate

the resourcefulness and creativity in facilitating
Jearning during times of adversity.

Through a mixture of live and asynchronous

activities we will share practice. build connections.

develop our skills and have fun!
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Revealing Our Own Subjectivity
A profiling tool containing beliefs
and understandings about creativity

1. Context, circumstances, affordances, mediums & media
for self-expression

2. Mix of contexts/approaches/motivations to learning,
doing & creating

3. Subjective evaluation of creativity judged against my own
norms/experiences

4. Subjective evaluation of the context involving creativity and
the norms for judging creativity (Kaufman & Beghetto 2008)

5. Subjective evaluation of the purpose of my creativity based
on categories defined by Carly Lassig (2012)

6. The value of the experience & outcomes to me

7. The audience(s) for my creativity




Subjective evaluation of my own creativity involved in making stone towers & movie

1. Context, circumstances, affordances, mediums & media for creative self-expression

Context & circumstances: | was inspired/motivated to make some small stone towers by the awesome scenery while on holiday in the Scottish
Highlands. | also photographed and filmed them and then made a movie and shared it with my family via YouTube

Affordances (opportunities for action): in the landscape and the materials of the landscape, in the tools (mobile phone camera and laptop)
Mediums & media: the materials of the landscape, photographs, video, software - moviemaker, WhatsApp, YouTube

2. Estimated mix of contexts/approaches/motivations to learning, doing & creating

100/75 75/25 50/50 25/75 100/0
Collaborative Individual
Formal Informal
Directed Self-Directed
Planned - following a plan or design Emergent
Motivation — extrinsic Motivation — intrinsic
Motivated by need Motivated by interest/curiosity
Moaotivated by desire to achieve/make Moaotivated by love/joy/care
Problem solving or sense making Playing or improvising
Cognitive Emaotional
Imagination — use of existing ideas Imagination - my own idea
Something | have done before Something | did for first time
3. Subjective evaluation of creativity judged against my own norms/experiences
Elements of the process 1 Jlittle 2 3 4 5 Comment

1 The idea of making towers

2 Locating and making the towers

3 Photographing/videoing the towers

4 Making the movie in movie maker

4. Subjective evaluation of the context of the activiti

es involving creativity and the norms for judging creativity &7

little -c creativity and associated mini-c in any aspect of life

This activity took place while on holiday

ed-c creativity and associated mini-c in educational settings

Pro-c creativity and associated mini-c in areas of expertise/work




Subjective evaluation of my own creativity involved in making stone towers & movie

5. Subjective evaluation of the purpose of my creativity based on categories defined by Lassig %!

—this could be a mixture of the three forms

1 Creative Personal Expression - expressing aspects of self — personality, emotions beliefs and ideas in | creation of stone towers & movie on
novel ways holiday

2 Creative Task Achievement - using creativity to achieve a particular task or external demand

understandings and outcomes.

6. The value of the experience & outcomes to me

Types of Value 1 small 2 3 4 5 comment

Novelty -new perspectives, new ideas, ways
of thinking / ways of doing {new skills)

Artefacts — production of new Memory of the towers was preserved in

objects/tools/knowledge the photographs and movie

Usefulness — fulfils a practical need

Aesthetic — fulfils emotional needs The act of making and the movie artefact
have aesthetic value

Affordance — new opportunities to act e.g Having the experience and the artefacts

opportunities to learn / give provided the foundation for future action

Transformation — changes to Provided me with an example of creative

understanding self- expression which | could relate to

Lassig’s categories

7. The audience(s) for my creativity

Me and only me Building the stone towers

Me and a small number of other people (e.g. my friends and family) The movie | made of the towers

Me and other people e.g. making it available through an article or website

Me and many other people e.g. posting on social media and actively promoting it

Me and people working in my field / organisation

Me and people in the future who might be interested




Self-expression
Towers, photos, videos

Problem solving, boundary pushing
~ Narrative, sense making, new tools

1. Context, droumstances, affordances, mediums & media for creative self-expression

1. Context, droumstances, affordances, mediums & media for creative self-expression

Context & circsmstances: | was inspirec/mothabed to make some small stone towers by the awesome soenery while an holiday in the Soattish
=ighlancs. | alse photographed ane fimed them and then made a movie and shared it with my family Wa YouTube

Atfordances jopportunities for action): in the landscape and the materiaks of the landscape, in the took imobie phone camera and laptop|
Mediums & media: the materials of the brdsape, phatographs, video, scftware - modemaker, WhatsApp, ¥ouTube

Context & circsmstances: | was inspirec/mothated to make some small stone towers by the awesaome scenery while on holiday in the Scattish
=ighlancs. | alse photographed anc flmed them and then made a movie and shared it with my family wa YouTube

Aftordances {opportunities for action]: in the landscape and the materiaks of the landscape, in the took (mobile phone camera and laptop|
Mediums & media: the materials of the brdscape, photographs, video, software - mowiemaker, WhatsApp, YouTube

2. Estimated min of contexts/approaches to |

ing, doing & creating

% Estimated mix of contexts fapproaches motivations to learning, doing & creating

100475 | 75/25 | s0/50 | 25/75 | 100/0
Callaborative i el sl
Feerral rifeirral
Dirccted Self-Directed

100/75 | 75/25 50450 25/75 10040
Collaborative it i il
Formal rifcarral
Directed Zelf-Directed
Flanned - folowing a plan ar desigo Emnergendt

Planmed - folowing a plan ar design

eIgent

Sdictivation — exfrinsie

Sdictivation — inErvesc

Sotivation — extrinsic

Motivation — Intriesc

Motivated by nesd

Motivated by intevestdruriasity

Metivated by need

Motivated by inferest/sunasity

Sictivates by desine b0 makelachicws

Miotivated by lovefoywoone

Mittuated by desiee 2 achiousfmake

Mitivate by lave fowfroee

Pratilem solving or sense miaking

Blaying ar Imprassing

'::lsl'llll'.lt

Ermabicnal

Problem solving or sense making

Playing or improvising

Cagnitive

Ernaticnal

IMagration —Lse of Il'kliu""lg Meas

IMaBration - My oW ang

Something | have done before

Sornething | did for first time

rnagration = s of svisting Mess

rnagination - My oW sy

Sormething | have done befione

Something | did for first time

3. Subjective evaluation

3. Subjective evaluation of creativity judped against my own norms/experiences

Elements of the process

1

of creativity judged against my own n

arms/experiences

2 3 q 5

Comment

Elements of the process 1 fitte 2 3 1 5

Comment

1The idea of making towers

1 Wiriting a narrative and using it to evaluate
iy creatiity

while faciitating an online conversatian
about creative self-expression. Developed
further for magarine article

2 Locating and making the towers

2 Develaping and using an existing tool
{romtexts & norms framewark)

1 Phatagraphing/videcing the towers

4 Making tha mevde inmovie maker

4, Subjective evaluation of the context of the activities invalving creativity and the norms for judging creativity ™

3 Developing and using a new evaluation
ool based on 5 creativity categories

4 Developing this profiling tocl

oct af life
e creatiity and asscclated rmc in educational settings

witle - creativity and Fmsocabed mini-c inany )

This activity took place while an holiday

an thee theme of creabive self CHPTESSIOn

% Froduction of Creative Academic Magazine

Thee cpen-access publication vehice for
this artick:

4. Subjective evaluation of the context of the activities involving creativity and the norms for judging creativity *5

Pro-¢ creatiity and asseciated muinc In areas of expertiewark

— this could be a mixture of the three farms

5. Subjective evaluation of the purpose of my creativity based on categories defined by Lassig %

Aithe

< creativity and assodabed mini-c in any a6

ect af lifie

el oreatiity and assodiated rawecin educational settings

Pro- creatkity and assoclated rdmc in aneas of expertise'work

1 Creative Persanal Expressian - expressing aspects of self - persorality, emotions beliefs and ideas in
navel ways

creation of stone towers & move on
halidary

2 Creative Task Achicvement LISINE Creativity i kb o priculgl ijb or entemial cemand

5. Subjective evaluation of the purpose of my creativity (categories defined by Lassig ')

— this could be o mixture of the three forms

2 Creative Boundary Pushing - extending typical and expected knowledge Inarder)g pursue new
understandings and outcomes.

1 Creative Persanal Expressian - expressing aspects of self — personality, emations bebefs and ideas in

el Ways

n the: presentation af artick:, jgoly and
magazine

G The value of the experience & cutcomaes to me

Types of Value 1 smail 2 3 1 5

fomment

2 Creative Task Achisvement - using creativit

2 Creative Eoundarny Pusiveg - extending typical and expected inowledge inqrigrip pursue new

understandings and aukcomes.

o ackikewe a

or exbemmal demand

Fadlitation & Emﬂuilrg magazinge

Extending my cwn understanding and
sharing with peers through publication
and conference

Movelty snew perspechives, rew deos, wioys
of thinking f waps of doing {mew shiffs)

artefacts - production of aew
ohisets toolsknoaiedae

semary of the towers was presenved in
the phetographs and migvie

Wsefulness - fulfils o practical need

Aesthetic - fulfds emetional needs

The act of rmakdng and the movie artefact
i aesthetic walue

Affordance - mev aoportanities to ool &g
appertunibies to learn | glue

Hawing the experience and the artefacts
prowided the foundatkan for fubure action

Transfarmation - changes
wndersharding

Prowided mie with an cxample of creative
el expression which | could refate 1o

AR categories

1. The audience(s) for my creativity

iz and only me

Building the stone towers

Mz anc a small number of ather people (e.g. my frends and family]

Tt mouie | madke of the towers

G The value of the experience & outcomes to me
Types of Value 1 smal 2 3 4 5 comment

Mavelty -new perspechives, mew deas, ways Mew perspectives developed through the

of thinking / ways of doing feew skils) mapping af experiences { outcomes

artefacts — production of new Mew tools

| ohisctstoalsdnowiedae

wsefulness - fulfils o procrical need Tools ane useful aids 1o cesciption and
evaluation

Hasthetic - fulfls emotianal nesds Thez act of making and the movie artefact
hane aesthetic value

affordance - rew apportanities to oot &g =aving the experience and the artefacts

opportunities to learn / give provided the foundation for future action

Transfarmatkon — changes to ungerstanding

7. The awdience for my creativity

Sdiz anc Ol"': me

e anc other people £.5. making it avalabie thl':lhgrl an article or weksibe

M anc mariy othar people e.§. posting on sodal media and acthely prormoting it

s and a small number of ather people (e.g. my frends and family]

e and other people e.. makirg it avalable through an anticde or website

Me ang Hb 'ﬁﬂk! i I iy field § I:Igill'lliiﬂlm

M anc pecple in the fture who might be interested

Me anc mary other people e.g. posting on zodal media and actively promoking it

Sdiz anc Eb'ﬁﬂ k! &, b T fiela [ I:Isﬂl'lllnﬂllﬂl'l

Sl and pecpks in the future who might be imterested




“We don’t learn from experience we learn from reflecting on the
experience” John Dewey

Reflection is a subjective process

involving memory, perception,
imagination, reasoning and emotion.

Its purpose is to create new meaning

in a world that has meaning to the subject.

Making a profiling tool is an act of synthesis.
It makes explicit what is often hidden in a
reflective process. Using it we can test
the assumptions in our subjectivity.

Article & Profiling Tool
http://www.normanjackson.co.uk/creativejam.html

Thank you
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