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Athlone Institute of Technology (AIT)  
Professional Development  Event Friday June 9th 2017 
  
Exploring the Ecology of Learning, Teaching, Pedagogy & Creativity 
Norman Jackson 
 
Powerpoint slides can be downloaded from 
http://www.normanjackson.co.uk/ait.html 
 
The presentation will introduce the idea of learning ecologies and the proposition that in the world 
outside higher education we continually develop our own ecologies to learning and achieve 
something significant and deal with complex situations, solve problems and engage with 
opportunities. An ecological perspective on learning requires teachers to think of themselves as 
part of a specialised ecosystem within which teaching and learning takes place. Through their 
pedagogical thinking and practices, their personal pedagogy, HE teachers create ecologies within 
which students learn and have potential to use their creativity. Learners are involved in these 
ecologies but they also create their own. An ecological view of higher education takes account of 
the opportunities students have to create their own ecologies for learning within and outside the 
academic curriculum. 
 
This talk explores the idea that learning, teaching and creativity are ecological phenomenon and 
our ecologies for learning are the vehicles for integrating our creative imagination and critical 
reasoning to create new meaning. 
 
AIT Google+Forum - for follow-up conversations relating to talk and workshop 
https://plus.google.com/communities/115011427288607647716 
 
Core concepts 
 
1 Lifewide learning (Jackson et al 2011)       
2  Lifewide Curriculum (Jackson 2011) 

 
 

http://www.normanjackson.co.uk/ait.html
https://plus.google.com/communities/115011427288607647716
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2 Learning ecology (Jackson 2016) 

 
 
3  Learning ecologies are the vehicles for the integration of perception, ecological 
and critical thinking (ecological thinking) 
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3 Learning Ecologies :  the students' perspective 
 
Example of a student's ecology for learning 
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4 Personal pedagogy 
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5 Creativity in higher education  - The Wicked Problem of Creativity in Higher Education 
 
Teacher beliefs 
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Pedagogical thinking and practices that encourage students' to use their creativity 
and create their own ecologies for learning and achievement 

 

 
 
Further resources relating to creativity in higher education  
Creative Academic community website includes articles and a magazine free to download. You can 
register your interest on the home page http://www.creativeacademic.uk/ 
#creativeHE Google+ Forum https://plus.google.com/communities/110898703741307769041 
Creatiive Pedagogies project http://www.creativeacademic.uk/creative-pedagogies.html 

 

http://www.creativeacademic.uk/
https://plus.google.com/communities/110898703741307769041
http://www.creativeacademic.uk/creative-pedagogies.html
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