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SUMMARY

This chapter provides a historical perspective on the origin and development of the
lifewide learning and education ideas. The origin of these ideas can be seen in the
educational philosophy and writings of John Dewey and Eduard Lindeman in the 1920's
and 30's. In the latter half of the 20th century thought leaders developed and promoted the
idea of lifelong learning within which lifewide learning was subsumed for post-industrial
society. The progressive unpacking of the lifewide dimension of lifelong learning has been
mainly accomplished in the first decade of the 21st century as thought leaders and
educators grapple with the needs of information societies and their knowledge-based
economies. The chapter concludes by outlining some of the reasons why a lifewide
approach to learning, personal development and education is the necessary for the world
we now live in.
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